2R Week at a Glance – Week 18

Sunday, January 18 – Thursday, January 22, 2014
	Sunday
18/1
	Homework – “Community Trees” sent home

Arabic, Music, Art

Grade 2 Art Club 12:00-12:30

Mad Science Recommences

	Monday
19/1
	Arabic, Islamic

M&M’s (Elementary assembly)

Return Home Readers

	Tuesday
20/1
	Pizza Forms and Money due

Library: Please return library books
Arabic, Music, Art

	Wednesday
21/1
	End of Unit Maths Quiz
PE – Please wear PE kit and sports shoes
Arabic, Islamic

	Thursday
22/1
	“Community Tree” Homework due

Beach Day Free Dress

Pizza Day

Me to We Bake Sale

Cinema under the Stars
Return Home Readers

PE – Please wear PE kit and sports shoes
Swimming – Please bring swimming bag
Spelling test (List 16 – oa)
Arabic, UAE Social Studies, Reading Buddies


Notes:

· Science: We have begun our new unit on Buoyancy and Boats. So far we have experimented with objects that sink and objects that float. We have also managed to make things float that shouldn’t, and to make things float half submerged in the water.  Next week we take a deeper look at water ‘density’ (building on knowledge from our last unit) and attempt to float a really heavy object.  Later in the unit we will plan, design and build our own boats.  We will test their buoyancy, and how well they carry a load, in the school fountain. I have a cupboard full of recyclables for this project but I may need to source some more so please feel free to send in any clean recyclable items that you think might be good boat-making materials (yarn, ribbon, material for sails, sticks, cardboard boxes etc).
· Social Studies: We have begun our new unit on Looking at People.  This is a wonderful unit as it focuses on the cultural differences (of which we have many in our class!), and the different foods, games, clothes, music, stories, celebrations and traditions to make our cultures so unique.  We will make comparisons between the Canadian Communities of Saskatoon, Meteghan and Iqaluit, as well as our home countries and the UAE.
· Homework (Social Studies): On Sunday, I will be sending home our ‘Community Trees’, which we drew to symbolise the fact that a culture is created when many different facets contribute to one interconnected organism – like the roots, trunk, branches and leaves of a tree, so a culture has interconnected parts like language, stories, traditions and celebrations.  Your homework project is to discuss the different things that make your home culture so special.  You can tell your child about the traditional games you play, songs you sing, food you eat, clothes you wear etc.  Your child will record these things on their ‘tree’.  We will then discuss our cultural differences and similarities. We will display our trees outside our classroom.  On Sunday I will send a ‘sample’ tree home so you have a clearer idea what is expected.  Later in the year, we will be creating projects about children’s home countries in the past and present and will be discussing many elements of their cultures. If you have books or objects that would help your child illustrate their culture, please keep them in mind! These projects will be coming up in the springtime but it is always nice to have a head start! Some aspects of culture that we will be discussing are: food, art, clothing, stories, traditions, families, beliefs, values, language and music. 
· Maths: Our unit on Addition and Subtraction to 18 concludes next week (we have a mini quiz next Wednesday. The quiz will cover all the same concepts as the marked worksheets I sent home today). We will then move on to Measurement.  We will continue to review our number strategies and concepts however, as we will soon be working on Addition and Subtraction to 100!!  Remember that there are many activities and links on our website to help us with these tricky skills – ‘Bridging’, ‘Mental Math’, ‘Fact Families’, ‘Frog-jumping Number Lines’, ‘Doubles’ and ‘Near Doubles’, and ‘Rainbow Facts’.
· Language Arts: Our grammar focus this week is on present tense verbs (like ‘am’, ‘are’, ‘is’, ‘has’).  Our latest spelling words (List 16 – oa) are on our Spelling City website.  Go to: https://www.spellingcity.com/robynwilliams/.  This week’s writing prompt for our journals will be: “All about my favourite movie”.
· Breakfast: I have had quite a few children tell me they are starving in the morning and just can’t wait until Snack time.  To help eliminate this problem – children cannot work to their full potential on an empty stomach! – please ensure your child has a healthy and filling breakfast before school.  We had a chat today about what constituted a “healthy” breakfast and encouraged the children to try to eat some protein for breakfast (eggs, peanut paste on toast or meat) or a sugar free cereal like “weetbix” with a little honey.  Happy tummies make happy children! 
Happy weekend,
Robyn
rwilliams@cisabudhabi.com
www.ms-robyns-classroom.yolasite.com
