2R Week at a Glance – Week 20

Sunday, February 1 – Thursday, February 5, 2015
	Sunday
1/2
	Arabic, Music, Art

Grade 2 Art Club 12:00-12:30

Mad Science, Taekwondo

	Monday
2/2
	Arabic, Islamic

M&M’s (Elementary assembly) – 2R perform today
Return Home Readers

	Tuesday
3/2
	Library: Please return library books
Arabic, Music, Art
Taekwondo

	Wednesday
4/2
	PE – Please wear PE kit and sports shoes
Arabic, Islamic

	Thursday
5/2
	Return Home Readers

PE – Please wear PE kit and sports shoes
Swimming – Please bring swimming bag
Spelling test (List 18 – /k/)
Arabic, UAE Social Studies, Reading Buddies


Notes:

· M&M’s performance: 2R will be performing our little play of “The Naked Penguin” at M&M’s this week.  If you can come to watch it would be great but remember that the whole thing is likely to last about 3 minutes.  I will try to ensure it is video-taped.  M&M’s starts at 9:40 in the gym.  If you are unsure what you need to dress your child in, please check the spreadsheet attached to this email.  I have made masks for the birds and penguins, and ears for the polar bears.  I have also made the white tummy for the naked penguin, the submarine and the whale.  It would be fantastic if you could just send your child dressed in the colours specified.  Thanks for your help!
· Science: This week we continue to discuss water displacement (see the video reading of “Archimedes Bath” on our website), the best way to carry cargo, and different boat hulls and their strengths and weaknesses (e.g. canoes, catamarans, container ships and rafts).  Later in the unit we will plan, design and build our own boats.  We will test their buoyancy, and how well they carry a load, in the school fountain. I have a cupboard full of recyclables for this project but I may need to source some more so please feel free to send in any clean recyclable items that you think might be good boat-making materials (yarn, ribbon, material for sails, sticks, cardboard boxes etc).
· Social Studies: We have presented our ‘Community Trees’, which generated lots of discussion about the similarities and differences between our communities.  We will now look at how individuals can make a difference in their communities. If you have a book or a story about someone truly inspiring from your home community (such as Sheik Zayed for example), please send it in so we can discuss what amazing things they achieved for the people around them.  We will also be looking more deeply at the meaning of flags from different cultures, and how these flags represent that community.
· Maths: We continue our unit on measuring length, height, width and mass, and practice asking and answering questions based on a calendar.  Please don’t forget to keep practicing your maths facts though.  There are many worksheets and useful links on our class website.  Sumdog is also a handy resource.
· Language Arts: Our grammar focus this week is on irregular past tense verbs. Some verbs can be changed to past tense by adding <ed> (e.g. today I walk, yesterday I walked).  However, this is not always the case (e.g. today I swim, yesterday I swam).  Our latest spelling words (List 18 – /k/) are on our Spelling City website.  Go to: https://www.spellingcity.com/robynwilliams/.  This week’s writing prompt for our journals will be: My time on stage!  Pretend that I did not get to see your M&M’s performance.  Tell me all about it.
· Homework: I will only send homework home if I feel your child needs extra practice, or if they are falling too far behind the rest of the class.  Although it is tempting to believe that you are helping your child by completing their homework for them, please remember that this defeats the purpose of them attempting/practicing activities themselves.  This also applies to posters and projects.  I cannot mark work that has been completed by parents as this is not fair to those children who attempted their own work. 
· Breakfast: I have had quite a few children tell me they are starving in the morning and just can’t wait until Snack time.  To help eliminate this problem – children cannot work to their full potential on an empty stomach! – please ensure your child has a healthy and filling breakfast before school.  We had a chat today about what constituted a “healthy” breakfast and encouraged the children to try to eat some protein for breakfast (eggs, peanut paste on toast or meat) or a sugar free cereal like “weetbix” with a little honey.  Happy tummies make happy children! 
Happy weekend,
Robyn
rwilliams@cisabudhabi.com
www.ms-robyns-classroom.yolasite.com
